
ICE COLD WORDS 
Friday 23 - Sunday 25 June 2006 
Ice Cold Words  - an Antarctic Writers' Festival . 
The Peacock Theatre, Salamanca Arts Centre, 77  Sal amanca Place, Hobart.   

As part of the 2006 Antarctic Midwinter Festival  the Tasmanian Writers' Centre is 
presenting Ice Cold Words;  a weekend festival of readings, discussions, deb ates and 
interpretations of Antarctica.  The festival will include Australian and international authors 
who have either travelled to Antarctica or have published fiction, non-fiction, plays, poetry and 
prose set in Antarctica. 
 
Apart from "Write Down the Line" on Saturday night,  all events within Ice Cold Words 
are free, and you are welcome to be part of the aud ience.   
 
Ice Cold Words is supported by the Commonwealth Government through Festivals Australia.  
   
Books on Antarctica can be purchased prior to or du ring the festival from the Hobart 
Bookshop - the official bookseller for Ice Cold Words. 
Ph 03 6223 1803 or email goodbooks@hobartbookshop.com.au   

   

   
  
Ice Cold Words is presented by the Tasmanian Writer s' Centre, with the support of 
Festivals Australia , the Antarctic Climate & Ecosystems CRC  , The New Zealand Book 
Council , and the National Archives of Australia . 
   
   

                             

   
 



Please note that this program is subject to change without notice. Please confirm 
events prior to committing to attend.    

Friday 23 June 7:30 - 8:30pm  in the Peacock Theatre   in the Salamanca Arts Centre is 
the Launch of Ice Cold Words.   

You're welcome to attend the free event.   

·  Welcome to participants, supporters and audience to  the launch of Ice Cold 
Words; an Antarctic Writers’ Festival   

·  Sir Guy Green launches issue 105 of Island Magazine . This is the first issue 
developed by Dr Gina Mercer, the new editor of Island Magazine.  

·  Robert Jarman presents a theatrical work inspired by and based on material and 
documents contained in the collection of the National Archives of Australia, Hobart 
Collection,  

·  Tim Bowden will outline some of the areas that Ice Cold Words  will endeavour 
to explore , and MC a short session involving some of the writers who’ll be participating 
in Ice Cold Words over the weekend.  

Saturday 24 June in the Peacock Theatre 
 
Saturday 10am “Myths & Legends - Themes and Motifs in Antarctic W riting ” in which 
writers will consider some of the contemporary v. the historical approaches to writing about 
Antarctica:  the Gothic, the Heroic, Sci-Fi, A play-ground for modern day Adventurers. With 
Bill Manhire, Steve Martin, and Allen Mawer. Chaire d by Elle Leane.   

Saturday 11am Readings by Laurence Fearnley, Bernad ette Hince, and Anthony 
Lawrence.   

Saturday 11:30am “JAFOs & JAFAs”  Are writers’ perspectives (as opposed to, say, 
scientists’) valid, naive, romantic, realistic? What do writers and other artists have to offer 
scientific investigation of Antarctica? With Craig Cormick, Terry Whitebeach, and 
Laurence Fearnley. Chaired by Tim Bowden.   

Saturday 12:30–1:30pm Break for lunch or to have au thors sign copies of their books. 
Books by participating authors are available at the  Hobart Bookshop prior to the 
festival or on the day.   

Saturday 1:30pm “The Ulysses Factor”  in which writers will investigate the ‘peopled’ 
Antarctica; the human relationships and communities of Antarctica, and ponder the types of 
personalities that hurl themselves against nature – again and again, and again… With Steve 
Martin, Bill Manhire and Adrian Caesar. Chaired by Allen Mawer.   

Saturday 2:30pm Readings by Adrian Caesar, Steve Ma rtin, and Terry Whitebeach.   

Saturday 3pm “ A View to a Krill”  in which writers discuss how the alternate modes of travel 
prepares and transforms writers’ assumptions, expectations and perspectives during their 
approach to Antarctica. With Laurence Fearnley, Bernadette Hince, Tim Bowde n, 
Bernadette Hall.   

Saturday 24 June 7.45pm in the Peacock Theatre.  
”Write down the line”  is a new performance-based game show devised for the Antarctic 
Midwinter Festival. Eight leading writers, comedians and 'local characters' have been given a 
month to prepare a themed performance piece to present in an audience-participation show 
to be held at the Peacock Theatre.  

The individual presentations can take the form of performance poetry, stand-up comedy, 
story-telling or singing to the accompaniment of a single acoustic instrument.  A mixture of 



these styles is also acceptable. But the overall emphasis is on FUN.  Come along and warm 
the cockles of your heart with a good laugh. Who knows - you may even get to play a key 
role! General admission only.  All tickets $10 - availabl e at the door.     

 Sunday 25 June  
10am “Out in the Cold”  in which writers debate who ‘owns’ Antarctica?  Who are the 
outsiders there, and who is legitimate? How are the claims and interests of scientists, 
environmentalists, tourism operators, and writers and artists, etc. represented? With Julia 
Jabour, Marcus Haward, and Eric Philips. Chaired by  Bernadette Hince.   

Sunday 11am Readings by Bill Manhire, Eric Philips,  Teresa Dikkenberg, and Allen 
Mawer.  Sunday 11:30am “Publish or Perish ”  How has writing (as well as reading and 
performance of writing) been employed as a survival technique (both historical and 
contemporary) during the Polar winters? A presentation by Elle Leane.   

Sunday 12:30pm-1:30pm. Break for lunch or to have a uthors sign copies of their 
books. Books by participating authors are available  at the Hobart Bookshop prior to 
the festival or on the day.   

Sunday 1:30pm  “Writing the Unimaginable”  in which writers consider how one writes 
about Antarctica. How do writers describe the place? Or it "unwritable?” With Craig Cormick, 
Bill Manhire, Anthony Lawrence, and Bernadette Hinc e.  

Sunday 2:30pm Readings by Bernadette Hall, Craig Co rmick and Tim Bowden.   

Sunday 3pm “ We May Never Pass this Way Again ”  Saying ‘Good-bye’ to Antarctica and 
adjusting to ‘civilisation’ once again. What images, memories (and other souvenirs) do writers 
take home with them? What do they put into their writing, and what do they leave behind, and 
leave out. With Adrian Caesar, Phillipa Foster, Bernadette Hal l. Chaired by Elle Leane.   

Sunday 4pm Conclusion to Ice Cold Words , and thanks to those who supported the 
festival and contributed to it.   

Biodata of participating authors:   

 
TIM BOWDEN is a broadcaster, radio and television documentary maker, oral historian and author.  He 
was born in Hobart, Tasmania, August 2, 1937, and is married, with two children. He hosted the ABC-
TV listener and viewer reaction program 'Backchat' from 1986 to June 1994. 
 

   
 
Bowden's background in journalism includes current affairs, news, feature and documentary work.  He 
has worked as a foreign correspondent in Asia and North America and in 1969 was the first executive 
producer of the ABC radio current affairs program 'PM',  before becoming a producer with the ground-
breaking television current affairs program 'This Day Tonight' in the early 1970s.   In 1985 Bowden 
founded the ABC's Social History Unit. Among his major productions are the award-winning 24-part 
series 'Taim Bilong Masta - The Australian Involvement with Papua New Guinea', and 'Prisoners of War 
- Australians Under Nippon'. 
 
His published books are: 'Changi Photographer- George Aspinall's Record Of Captivity'; 'One Crowded 



Hour- Neil Davis, Combat Cameraman'; 'The Backchat Book'; ’The Way My Father Tells It - The Story of 
An Australian Life'; ’Antarctica And Back In Sixty Days' and 'The Silence Calling - Australians in 
Antarctica 1947-97', ‘Penelope Goes West – On the Road from Sydney to Margaret River and 
Back’, ‘Penelope Bungles to Broome’. ‘Spooling Through – An Irreverent Memoir’,’ This Can’t Happen to 
Me! – Tackling Type 2 Diabetes’, ‘No Tern Unstoned – Musings At Breakfast’, and most recently ‘The 
Devil in Tim – Travels in Tasmania’ published in April 2005. 
 
For the last fifteen years Tim Bowden has been actively broadcasting, writing and researching 
Australian activities in Antarctica.  He has produced six radio documentaries 'Australians in Antarctica' in 
1987, and in 1993 was commissioned by the Antarctic Division to write the official history of ANARE 
(Australian National Antarctic Research Expeditions) 'The Silence Calling - Australians in Antarctica 
1947-97', published on 11 June, 1997. 
 
Bowden's six half-hour documentaries 'Breaking The Ice' (on current ANARE operations, following visits 
to all the Australian stations at Macquarie Island, Casey, Davis and Mawson from October to December 
1994) were broadcast on ABC-TV in April and May 1996, and have been released as an ABC Video.  
 
In October 2002, the Premier of Tasmania, the late Jim Bacon, appointed Bowden Tasmania’s first 
Honorary Antarctic Ambassador – a two-year term. During that time His Excellency has endeavoured to 
promote Tasmania’s Antarctic related activities, particularly during the annual Antarctic Midwinter 
Festival in Hobart. 
 
Tim Bowden received an Order of Australia for services to public broadcasting in June 1994. In May 
1997 he was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Letters from the University of Tasmania. 
 
ADRIAN CAESAR was born in England in 1955 and educated at the University of Reading (BA Hons. 
PhD). He has lived and worked in Australia for over twenty years. He has held appointments at the 
Flinders University of South Australia, and the University of New England. Until recently he was 
Associate Professor of English at UNSW@ADFA, where he worked for sixteen years, and where he 
remains an Honorary Visiting Fellow. In 2004, he left academe to write full-time, and in the same year 
was awarded a two-year project grant from the Literature Board of the Australia Council. 
  

         
 
Adrian Caesar’s articles, reviews and poems have appeared in a wide range of newspapers, magazines 
and books in Australia, USA, and England. He has published four volumes of non-fiction: Dividing Lines: 
Poetry, Class and Ideology in the 1930s (Manchester University Press, 1991); Taking it Like a Man: 
Suffering, Sexuality and the War Poets (Manchester University Press, 1993); Kenneth Slessor (Oxford 
University Press, 1995); and, The White: Last Days in the Antarctic Journeys of Scott and Mawson 
1911-1913 (Picador, 1999).  
 
The White won the Nettie Palmer prize for non-fiction in the Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards, 2000 
and the ACT Book of the Year 2000.  His publications also include four books of poetry: Hunger Games 
(Polonius Press, 1996); Life Sentences (Molonglo Press, 1998); The June Fireworks: New and Selected 
Poems (2001); and High Wire (Pandanus Press, 2005). Adrian is currently working on a novel and a 
literary non-fiction project provisionally entitled, Shots in the Dark: A Private Investigation into a Family 
Murder.  
 
CRAIG CORMICK is an award-winning Canberra author and journalist.  He has been Chair of the ACT 
Writers Centre and tutors in creative writing at the University of Canberra. 
Craig has published and edited several books with both small and mainstream publishers and his writing 
awards include the Max Harris Literary Award (1998), ACT Chief Minister's Book of the Year Award 
(1999) and he was short-listed for the Australian/Vogel Award in 1994 and short-listed for a Queensland 
Premier’s Award in 2004. 
 



   
 
Craig has published over 100 short stories in anthologies, literary journals and newspapers, including 
Meanjin, Island, Westerly, Scarp, Overland, 4-W, Redoubt, and the Phoenix Review. He has also 
published over a dozen literary articles and essays in publications including Redoubt and Island. He has 
hosted sessions or been a guest speaker at several literary festivals, including the National Word 
Festival in Canberra in 2001, the 'I'd Rather Be Reading' seminar at the National Library of Australia in 
1999 and 2003, the Tasmanian Readers and Writers Festival in 2000 and he was an invited speaker to 
the inaugural Kuala Lumpur International Literary Festival in 2004. Craig first became interested in 
Antarctica while working as a journalist for the Department of Science, overseeing information on 
Australia’s Antarctic Division. Craig has visited the Arctic, living for a year in both Finland and Iceland, 
has flown over Antarctica, and is intrigued by the ‘polar opposites’. 
His published work on Antarctic themes includes, the satirical short story ‘Lady Shackleton’s Freezer’ – 
published in Unwritten Histories (Aboriginal Studies Press, 1998 - Winner of the 1999 ACT Chief 
Minister's Book of the Year Award), which has been performed several times in public, with 
accompanying photos of Shackleton’s expedition, and the short story ‘Shackleton’s Drift’, published in 
'The Princess of Cups' (Ginninderra Press, 2003  - short-listed for the Queensland Premier’s Award’s 
Steele Rudd Award, 2004.). Craig has also completed a novel, as yet unpublished, based on the story 
Shackleton’s Drift, set in both a contemporary era and during Shackleton’s expedition. 
 
 

LAURENCE FEARNLEY  is the Tasmanian Writers' Centre's Antarctic Writer in Residence for the month 
of June. She was born in New Zealand in 1963 and spent the first few years of her life in the mid 
Canterbury rural town of Fairlie before moving to Christchurch.  She studied at the University of 
Canterbury, obtaining a BA in Art History and American Studies and a MA in American Studies, before 
moving to Wellington where she worked for several years as the Curator at the Dowse Art Museum, 
Lower Hutt.  A period of overseas travel followed, more work in Art Museums (The Robert McDougall in 
Christchurch, The Dowse Art Museum in Lower Hutt, Te Papa Project Office, Wellington) interspersed 
with more travel: spending large amounts of time in France.  As a result she wrote her first novel, The 
Sound of Her Body (Hazard Press, 1998). In 1997 she was admitted to the MA in Creative Writing 
course at Victoria University in Wellington.  Shortly after this, she married and moved with her husband 
to Würzburg, Germany where she lived for four years, working on Room (Victoria University Press, 
2000) and Delphine's Run (Penguin, 2003). Room was short listed for the Montana New Zealand Book 
Awards 2001.  Returning to New Zealand in 2002 she completed Butler's Ringlet (Penguin 2004).   

   
 
In the summer of 2004 she was awarded the New Zealand Antarctic Arts Fellowship and travelled to the 
Antarctic in January 2004.  As a result of this residency she completed her fifth novel, Degrees of 
Separation, which will be published by Penguin in April 2006.  She returned to the Antarctic in 
December 2005 and plans to write a series of short stories and poetry set there. 
She has had short stories published in Sport, Radio New Zealand and various anthologies including, 
The Wide White Page: Writers Imagine Antarctica (ed Bill Manhire), The Picnic Virgin (ed Emily Perkins) 
and Great Sporting Moments (ed Damien Wilkins). 
Laurence lives in Dunedin with her husband and four year old son.  



 
PHILLIPA FOSTER  arrived in Tasmania in 1980 with the Antarctic Division. Where she trained as a 
Deputy Voyage Leader (DVL) on the Thala Dan; Voyage 5, and participated in the 1981 re-supply for 
Casey and Macquarie Island (which remains the most memorable journey for her).  In the early 80's 
Phillipa worked as DVL on the Nella Dan and later on the (then) Icebird.  She went “AWOL” for several 
years and applied for a job as summer storeperson in 1990 (the first time these positions were available) 
and travelled on the Icebird to Casey for summer, which she repeated at Casey the following year and 
then again at Mawson for the 2 summers in 93/94/95. Phillipa has published an article, “Phillipa's feeling 
for snow” in 40 deg. South and has done many writing/readings for Bush Telegraph (on Radio National).  

 

 
 
BERNADETTE HALL ’s sixth collection of poetry, ‘The Merino Princess: Selected Poems’ was published 
by VUP in 2004. The book design was by the Dunedin visual artist, Kathryn Madill, with whom 
Bernadette went to Antarctica in December 2004 on an Artist's in Antarctica Fellowship. An earlier 
collaboration with Kathryn, ‘Settler Dreaming,’ was shortlisted in the 2002 Spectrum Print Book Design 
Awards in New Zealand, and in the inaugural Tasmania Pacific Poetry Award in 2003. 
 

   
 
Recently Bernadette has edited ‘Like Love Poems’ a major collection of poems by the well-known New 
Zealand artist, Joanna Margaret Paul. She has also written a series of poems to accompany photos of 
the controversial Stations of the Cross sculpted by the Christchurch artist Llew Summers, and displayed 
in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Christchurch. Both books were published in April 2006. 
Bernadette lives in a small community at Amberley Beach in North Canterbury, 50 kms north of 
Christchurch, where she writes full-time. However this year she is in Wellington, enjoying life as Writer in 
Residence at Victoria University. Her aims include completing the Antarctic project she and Kathryn 
Madill are engaged in, an illustrated mythical Romance aimed at a young adult’s readership. And also a 
collection of Antarctic poems, with the working title ‘The Ponies.’ Several poems from this collection 
have already appeared in Sport and Landfall. 
 
MARCUS HAWARD  is an Associate Professor and Head of the School of Government at the University 
of Tasmania, and is Program Leader, Policy Program, Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems Cooperative 
Research Centre (ACE -CRC) University of Tasmania, Hobart.   His research interests include 
Antarctica, fisheries management and marine and oceans policy and governance and published 
extensively in these areas. Marcus has visited Macquarie Island as part of an ANARE voyage and has 
been a member of Australian delegations to CCAMLR and to APEC Fisheries and Marine Resources 
Conservation Working Group meetings. 
    
BERNADETTE HINCE is so keen on cold words that she has written a dictionary of them — The 
Antarctic Dictionary: a complete guide to Antarctic English (CSIRO/Museum Victoria 2000) — and is 
now researching a second book linking this vocabulary with the English words of the Arctic. 
 



         
 
She summered at Davis, Antarctica, to work on Weddell seals and words. She later visited Macquarie 
Island and returned to Antarctica, as an Australian Antarctic Division arts fellow. In 2005 she completed 
an environmental history of subantarctic islands for her PhD. 
  
 
JULIA JABOUR works as a University Lecturer in Antarctic law and policy in the Institute of Antarctic 
and Southern Ocean Studies’ Undergraduate and Honours program and an online unit in Antarctic 
Tourism, which she developed and coordinate. Julia is also Deputy Leader of the Policy Program at the 
Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems CRC. She was a member of the Australian delegation to Antarctic 
Treaty Consultative Meetings in St Petersburg in 2001 and Madrid in 2003, and has been to Antarctica 
five times, visiting Casey Station in the Australian Antarctic Territory, the Antarctic Peninsula and the 
Ross Sea region of East Antarctica. Julia has lectured on Antarctic cruise ships departing from Ushuaia 
in Argentina, Hobart and Lyttleton in NZ.Her research interests include Antarctic and international law, 
international relations, tourism, science communication, ethics and maritime law and policy. 
  

    

 
ANTHONY LAWRENCE  has published 11 books of poems and one novel. His individual poems and 
books have won many of Australia's most prestigious literary awards. His most recent collection, The 
Sleep of a Learning Man (Giramondo Press, 2005) was shortlisted for the Victorian Premier's Award. the 
Age Book of the Year Award, and the Tasmania Prize. A sequence of haiku, written in response to 
various aspects of Antarctica and the Great Southern Ocean are on permanent display at the 
Tasmanian Art Gallery & Museum's "Islands to Ice" exhibition. He lives in Hobart. 
 

   

 
ELIZABETH (ELLE) LEANE  is a lecturer in the School of English, Journalism and European Languages 
at the University of Tasmania. She holds undergraduate degrees in both Physics and English Literature, 
and a doctorate in English Literature from the University of Oxford. Her research interests include the 
relationship between literature and science and representations of Antarctica. In 2004, she was awarded 
an Antarctic Arts Fellowship by the Australian Antarctic Division, which enabled her to travel to 
Antarctica and Macquarie Island on the expedition ship Aurora Australis. Her first book, Reading 



Popular Physics: Disciplinary Skirmishes and Textual Strategies, is forthcoming (2007) with Ashgate 
Publishing, and she is currently working on a second book, provisionally entitled Fictions of the Far 
South: Antarctica in Literature. 
 

   
 
 
BILL MANHIRE  was born in Invercargill in 1946, and grew up in small hotels in Otago and Southland, 
an experience beautifully evoked in his short memoir, Under the Influence.  His first book of poems, The 
Elaboration, was published in 1972, and contained drawings (including a portrait of the poet) by Icon 
Artist Ralph Hotere. 
 

   
 
Over the years, Bill has worked often with Ralph Hotere, especially in the MALADY poems and 
paintings, and in the dance-performance work Song Cycle. He has published many collections of 
poems, winning the New Zealand Book Award for Poetry four times.  He is also the author of a prize-
winning collection of short stories. He was the first Te Mata Estate New Zealand Poet Laureate, and in 
2004 was the Meridian Energy Katherine Mansfield Fellow in Menton, France. 
 
Bill is probably one of the few poets ever to reach the South Pole. A long-standing interest in Antarctica 
took him to the ice in 1998 as one of Antarctica New Zealand’s inaugural arts fellows.  The experience is 
reflected in a major sequence of poems, Antarctic Field Notes, and in the innovative anthology The 
Wide White Page: Writers Imagine Antarctica, which includes work from the great Italian poet Dante 
through to more recent writers like Edgar Allan Poe, Vladimir Nabokov, and Pablo Neruda.  Bill also 
wrote the moving poem, “Erebus Voices”, for Sir Edmund Hillary to read at the commemorative service 
at Scott Base to mark the 25th anniversary of the Erebus tragedy. He has been a significant figure in 
promoting New Zealand poetry and literature – not only through his internationally acclaimed creative 
writing course at Victoria University but also through his work as a critic, anthologist, and broadcaster, 
and in his appearances at writing festivals around the world. 
 
 
STEPHEN MARTIN is a writer, researcher and Senior Project Manager at the State Library of New 
South Wales. He is currently the Co-ordinating Curator of the Nelson Meers Collection Heritage Gallery. 
Stephen regularly gives talks to school students and to the public about Antarctica and has assisted the 
NSW Department of Education and Training in videoconferences about Antarctica to remote schools in 
NSW and Queensland. 
 

         
 



Stephen has visited Antarctica many times, as a tourist, sailor and lecturer/guide. In 1998 he visited 
Mawson’s Hut and completed some work for the Mawson’s Hut Foundation. He returns to Antarctica 
next summer for another brief visit.  
He has written three books, and curated many exhibitions, some with an emphasis on Antarctica. His 
History of Antarctica was published in 1996 and his latest exhibition Lines on the Ice was displayed in 
2002. Lines told the story of Mawson’s Australasian Antarctic Expedition, 1911-1914. His recent article 
on the best of Antarctic non-fiction was published in Good Reading (Dec 05-Jan 06). Stephen’s latest 
publication, The Whales Journey concentrates on the history of whaling, including in Antarctica.  He is 
currently preparing two books on the long history of people’s association with albatrosses and penguins. 
 
 
 
Since leaving the Commonwealth Senior Executive Service a decade ago, ALLEN MAWER has 
devoted most of his time to maritime history. His books include Fast Company: The Lively Times and 
Untimely End of the Clipper Ship Walter Hood (1994), Most Perfectly Safe: The Convict Shipwreck 
Disasters of 1833-42 (1997) Ahab's Trade: The Saga of South Seas Whaling (1999), which was  
shortlisted for the Queensland and NSW Premiers’ History Prizes. South by Northwest: The Magnetic 
Crusade and the Contest for Antarctica. (2006).  

        
 
Allen is member of the national steering committee of Australia on the Map 1606-2006, which this year 
is commemorating four hundred years of documented European contact with Australia.  He has 
contributed to the Australian Dictionary of Biography and has reviewed maritime books for the Times 
Literary Supplement. When not researching and writing, Allen pretends to be a sheep grazier in the 
Yass district of NSW, where he is also does volunteer work to repair the environmental damage done 
by, among other things, sheep. 
 
 
ERIC PHILLIPS spent his formative years living and playing in the Adelaide Hills. Regular family 
camping trips took him to the Flinders Ranges and the Grampians where he learnt to love and respect 
the Australian bush. So much so that he became an Outdoor Educator, graduating from the University of 
South Australia in 1985 with a Diploma of Teaching, a Bachelor of Education and a Graduate Diploma in 
Outdoor Education. Eric has worked as an Outdoor Educator in South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales, and has taught at primary, secondary and tertiary levels. 
As an adventurer, Eric has visited every continent on earth, often leading lightweight and self-supported 
expeditions to remote areas. He is now regarded as one of Australia’s leading adventurer’s, specialising 
in expeditions to the polar regions, and is the only person to have skied the world’s four largest icecaps, 
and, together with Jon Muir, the only Australian to have skied to both the North and South Poles. He is 
often engaged as a consultant to polar expeditions from around the world. 
 

   
 
Some highlights from Eric’s career as a teacher and adventurer include -    

·  Worked as a consultant, judge and host on a US-based adventure film series, Global Extremes. The 
project selected fifty athletes to embark on a series of events and expeditions to extreme locations around the 



world. Eric guided nine finalists across Iceland’s highlands and icecaps from which five were chosen to climb 
Mt. Everest in May 2003. 

·  Organised and completed the first Australian expedition to the North Pole. Eric, together with companion 
Jon Muir, walked 1000km across the Arctic Ocean from Siberia to the North Pole. Their unassisted trek 
overcame polar bear encounters, plunges through thin ice and frostbite to arrive at the North Pole after 58-days 
on the ice. A film, Icetrek North Pole, was produced for Outdoor Life Network and has screened on the 
Discovery Channel. 

·  Organised and led a multi-disciplined expedition to the South Patagonian Icecap, the world’s third largest, 
in South America. IceTrek Patagonia completed a 210km, 25-day traverse using kayaks, skis and kites. A film 
about the expedition – Riding the Tempest – was produced for Outdoor Life Network in the USA and has 
screened on the Discovery Channel. Eric’s book, Icetrek. The Bitter Journey to the South Pole, published by 
HarperCollins. 

·  Organised and led the Iridium IceTrek expedition to the South Pole, pioneering a new route via the 
Shackleton Glacier. Towing 190kg sleds, this 84-day, 1425km journey across some of the most inaccessible 
and challenging terrain in the world overcame all odds to reach the South Pole on Australia Day 1999. A film 
about the expedition – Into the Teeth of the Blizzard – was produced for National Geographic.  

·  Eric was employed by the Australian Antarctic Division as a Field Training Officer, and was based at 
Mawson Station for 5 months. He was responsible for the training of ANARE expeditioners in Antarctic survival 
techniques, including mountaineering skills, glacier travel, crevasse technique, navigation, camping and search 
and rescue.  

Eric lives in Hobart with his wife and two children, where he operates his own business, 
Icetrek Expeditions. 
 
 
TERRY WHITEBEACH is a published poet, novelist, biographer and playwright.  She was awarded a 
humanities berth to travel to Antarctica on the ‘Polar Bird’ on a summer expedition in 1995/96.  She was 
particularly interested in the SOUNDS of Antarctica.  Her radio play, “Antarctic Journey”, was produced 
by the ABC for Airplay in 2001 and a section of the play has been published in the award–winning 
anthology of poetry, “Living Room”, by Ptilotus Press. 
 

   
 
 
 
Ice Cold Words is presented by the Tasmanian Writer s' Centre, as part of the 2006 Antarctic 
Midwinter Festival, with the support of Festivals Australia , the Antarctic Climate & Ecosystems 
CRC, The New Zealand Book Council , and the National Archives .  
                                           
 


